Literacy Transition – Viruses  										Way Back When  
Objectives: 
Create comprehensive understanding through text of viruses and the diseases they cause. 
Build on prior knowledge and gain an understanding of different types of viruses and the diseases they cause through text. 
1. Close Reading – Read the assigned article independently. Highlight 5 words associated with microorganisms and disease. 
2. Think Pair Share – Choose a partner within your group and discuss the terms highlighted within the article. Create a Q H T chart and sort the words accordingly.  (Q signals words you do not know, H signals words you might be able to identify, and T signals words you know well enough to teach your peers). 
	Q –don’t know
	H – might know 
	T – know well

	-
-
	-
-
	-
-


3. Use context clues to define each vocabulary word from the article. 
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Diseases caused by viruses have been
making humans sick for centuries. Early
writings called hieroglyphs show that
Ancient Egyptians knew about polio, and
the Persian scholar Rhazes wrote the
first descriptions of smallpox and
measles in the 10th century!

But amazingly, scientists didn't discover
the existence of viruses until the end of
the 19th century. That means we've only
known about them for a little over a
centuryl

In 1884, the French microbiologist
Charles Chamberland invented a
porcelain filter with pores that were
small enough to remove bacteria from a
solution. Eight years later, Russian
biologist Dimitri Ivanovsky used this filter to conduct an experiment with the
leaves of tobacco plants that were infected with some sort of disease. Even after
the filter removed all the bacteria, the leaves were able to infect other plants—
which meant that something smaller than bacteria was causing the infection!

That “something” came to be known as a “virus,” a term coined by Dutch
microbiologist Martinus Beijerinck after he conducted similar, but separate,
experiments in 1898. As a result, Ivanovsky or Beijerinck are often considered
the discoverers of viruses and the founders of the field of virology.

However, it wasn't until the invention of powerful electron microscopes in 1931
that scientists were able to get their first up-close look at an actual virus!




