Literacy Transition – Viruses  											In Depth  
Objectives: 
Create comprehensive understanding through text of viruses and the diseases they cause. 
Build on prior knowledge and gain an understanding of different types of viruses and the diseases they cause through text. 
1. Close Reading – Read the assigned article independently. Highlight 5 words associated with microorganisms and disease. 
2. Think Pair Share – Choose a partner within your group and discuss the terms highlighted within the article. Create a Q H T chart and sort the words accordingly.  (Q signals words you do not know, H signals words you might be able to identify, and T signals words you know well enough to teach your peers). 
	Q –don’t know
	H – might know 
	T – know well

	-
-
	-
-
	-
-


3. Use context clues to define each vocabulary word from the article. 
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Few viruses have inspired more fear
than the Ebola virus (pictured, at high
magnification s one of the
deadliest viruses known to humans. It's
named after the Ebola River Valley in
what used to be Zaire (today, it's the
Democratic Republic of the Congo)

In 1976, Zaire was the location of the
first recorded outbreak of Ebola. In that
outbreak, an astounding 90 percent of
the people who were infected died

Some scientists believe that the virus
originally came from certain species of
fruit bats found in parts of Africa. These
bats and other animals like monkeys
and gorillas can transmit the disease to
humans

Ebola virus causes a disease known as Ebola hemorrhagic fever. aperson
is infected, their blood and other bodily fluids can spread the disease, making
hospitals in areas of large outbreaks very dangerous places to be

Symptoms of the disease include vomiting, diarrhea, and internal bleeding. When
the disease takes hold, the body can go into shock from the biood loss, and
major organs can simply stop working, all in the course of 7-14 days
Unfortunately, there isn't any reliable way to prevent or cure it

The good news is that since the virus acts so quickly, it has little chance of
turing into a worldwide epidemic. An outbreak that spreads through a small
village or hospital will run out of potential hosts before it can spread further
keeping it contained within a relatively small area

Still, Ebola remains one of the scariest viruses the world has ever seen—so
ry, in fact, that it's inspired many works of fiction, including the 1995 movie
Outbreak





