Literacy Activity: The Chesapeake Bay: Description Wheel [image: ]
Directions: Follow the procedures to complete the following literacy activity correctly. 
1. Close Read the article, “The Chesapeake Bay” in small cooperative groups 
2. Create a descriptive wheel like the one on the next page. Use adjectives and prepositions to complete the descriptive wheel. 
          Adjective: 
          Preposition: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]3. Annotate your answers throughout the article by highlighting the text where you pulled your information. Circle 3 unfamiliar words found in the article and describe the meaning of the words using text from the article (off to the side of the article). 

Descriptive wheel: create the following graphic on a separate sheet of paper. Use adjectives and prepositions to complete the graphic correctly. Extension: include one picture for each adjective and/or preposition used to describe the Chesapeake Bay.  
The Chesapeake Bay
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Djscovery The Chesapeake Bay

IENCE

Most of Earth is covered by water. Much of this water is in
different water bodics. You have probably heard about water bodics
such as oceans, lakes, and rivers. But have you ever heard about
estuaries?

Estuaries sre partly surrounded by land but are open to
the ocean. They occur where rivers flow into oceans. 1n an
estuary, reshwaterfrom rivers mixes with sal water
from the ocean. One ofthe world's largest estuares is the
Chesapeake Bay.

Water from over 150 streams and ivers lows into the
Chesapeake Bay. Freshwater from these ivers mixes with
Salt water from the Atlantic Ocean. This mixture of fresh
‘and saly water i called brackish water

o Chosapsae B3 s an mportant estuary
located n amanc

“The amount of salt in the brackish water changes
throughout the day. For example, at high ide, occan water gently
flows into the Chesapeake Bay. This makes the brackish water in
the estuary slter. At low tide, ocean water pulls away from the

bay: This makes the brackish water in the estuary less saly.

“The depth ofthe Chesapeke Bay is different in different
places. Wetlands form along the cdges of the bay

‘The wetlands may be only several centimeters decp.

‘The decpest are in the bay i aver 47 meters deep.

‘The average depth in the Chesapeake Bay is sbout 6

Estuaries are protected from strong ocean waves and
storm by surrounding land. Because o this protecton
small o young organisms have a better chance of suviving
in estuaries. Estuaries are alo filled with nutriens, so they 78t =
can support a variety ofplants and animals. I fact, over 1% DU S8 S0 0L he s
3,000 kinds of lants and animalslive in the Chesapeake

Bay. Many of them live in shallo areas where the wate is warm,

Blue crabs, oysters, and bald eaglesare just  fow animals that lve

in the Chesapeake Bay





